May 4, 1983 LB 64

SENATOR NEWELL: M. President, nenbers of the Legislature, |
rise to oppose Senator Landis' mnotion to override the
Covernor on LB 64. | would like to explain a little bit
about why | think that not only is this bill bad policy but
it 1s a sonmewhat confused issue at this point. Now let me
make two points very clear. The first one is is that |

opposed this bill in comittee. | opposed this bill on Gen-
eral File, on Select File, and | voted against it on Final
Readi ng. My opposition to this bill is not based on any-

thing other than the fact that it is a poorly thought out,
wel | intended but poorly thought out, poorly drafted bill
that would, 1n effect, acconplish very little of what

Senator Landis wants to acconplish, and when one | ooks at

the way the bill is witten today, you will cone to realize
that the best argunents that Senator Landis had on the fl oor
are gone because the frank truth of this matter is is that
the argument of stignatizati on which was the primary reason
for this bill, the primary discussion at the hearing, the
primary debate on CGeneral File and Select File is in fact
gone. VWhat we are doing here with this bill is we are saying,
I ook, in order to pass the bill we had to recognize that
certain truths exist and that is that the Wl fare Departnent
whi ch has offices in every county in this state, wich 1s
SEread out and has control of this programfor four years,
that the Welfare Departnent is going to continue to adm n-
ister half of the program and then we are going to send the
rest of the programover to the Departnent of Energy where
they are going to contract out with various people in this
clrcuit rider, 1n this grand and gl orious circuit riderapproach,
not hi ng consi stent about it at all, but they are going to
reach out and grab everybody. You have got to renenber

that there 1s no noney to grab everybody with but we are
going to grab everybody, and the truth of the nmatter is is
that you have got to know now in a very sigmatizing situation
which you are. Are you on welfare or are youpoor'? You have
got to figure out gust exactly who you are to know where you
go because if you are on welfare, because if you are on
certain aid prograns, you have got to go to the Wlfare
Departnent, and if you are not, you have got to go to who-
ever they are contracting out with, generally the CAP agenci es,
that they are the ones nost promnently suggested to provide
this service. So what is going to happen folks is is that
you are going to walt for thi.s great circuit rider comng
down, you know riding his pony, and he is going to cone

down and he is going to say | amhere to sign you up, and
then he has got to ask you sone questions, and pretty soon

he is going to say, no, you are going to have to go to the
Vel fare Departnment. Or if you go to the Welfare Departnent,
he says, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, you misunderstand. You
have to go and wait for the circuit rider, the guy on the pony.
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